
6th Grade Hillview Course Catalog
2022-2023

6th Grade Elective Wheel
Art
Drama
Intro to Leadership
Media Literacy
Environmental Science
Language and Culture
Woods

6th Grade Year-Long Electives
Band 6
Orchestra 6
Qu3ST
Spanish 1A
French 1A
Spanish for Spanish Speakers 1

Zero Period Electives
Beginning Band and Strings
Jazz Band

PE Electives
Yogalates



6th Grade Elective Wheel

In the 6th grade elective wheel, students will take a 6-week course in each of the following areas. You
will note that there are in fact seven choices, and this indicates that our planning for next year has not
been finalized. Courses will be offered based on demand for electives in the 7th and 8th grade and
the strengths of our staff.

Art

Do you enjoy getting a little messy, being creative, and learning new techniques? Students are
expected to try their best and problem-solve through a variety of projects. Students work on
sculpture projects using clay and cardboard.  They also improve drawing skills, using at least four
mediums and completing a 3-Day Drawing of their choice.  6th graders primarily paint with
watercolors and build on previously learned techniques. We end the hexmester with a maker design
challenge using cardboard to build playground structures.

Drama

Drama games, improvisation, skits and more! In this six-week course we learn a little about the
history of drama and a lot about how to make our own! We will also get a tiny taste of some design
and technical theater skills. But, mostly we will work on our presentation and story-telling skills
through improv performance and theater games. This is a fun class where we move around a lot,
and have no homework. Whether you are new to drama or have lots of experience, this class is a
fun way to learn and improve!



Intro to Leadership

Teamwork! Games! Hillview Hawk Spirit! Intro to Leadership offers sixth graders a chance to come
together and learn about what it takes to be a leader at Hillview and beyond.  Work together and
build your self-confidence while learning how to become involved in Hillview's many activities. In
this class, you will gain important skills you will use for the rest of your life. Students will explore
community service, Hillview’s Block H program, and student government. This exciting, fun class
will get students out of their comfort zones, trying new games and challenges both in teams and
individually, while preparing students for the middle school years.  Whether you have the loudest
voice in the room or want to learn how to find your voice…Intro to Leadership has something for
every 6th grader!

Media Literacy

Through engaging activities and discussions, students in Media Literacy will learn strategies to help
them thrive in our ever-changing, complex digital world. Students will increase their knowledge and
skills, preparing them for real world applications of these skills in the future. They will learn to be
mindful of their own digital footprint, as well as the risks and benefits of sharing information online.
Media Literacy students will learn how to strive for a healthy media balance in their lives by
becoming aware of how they use media every day. They will also become good digital citizens by
learning how to navigate digital information and deescalate cyberbullying through prevention and
intervention.

Environmental Science

Did you know: The energy we save when we recycle one glass bottle is enough to light a traditional
light bulb for four hours? And if the entire world lived like the average American, we’d need 5
planets to provide enough resources? Wow! What can we do about that? A lot!
Environmental science will teach you ways that you can make a difference and make our
community and world a better place. You will become a “solutionary” as we explore solutions to
environmental issues. We will explore our earth from the tiniest one-celled organisms to the largest
land animals. We'll go from the ocean to the mountaintops, and increase our understanding of how
we are connected to the world around us.



Language and Culture

¡Hola! Have you ever wondered why there are so many streets and counties with Spanish names in
California?

The Language Culture class identifies the historical background of Spanish influences in California.
It also introduces students to cultural similarities and differences among Spanish speaking
countries, such as Mexico, Peru, and Spain. In class, students examine issues in various countries,
researching and reporting on them; create cultural objects, like masks and Mayan glyphs; and learn
about literature, dance, and cuisine.

Note: Depending on the instructor, students may also get a glimpse into France and francophile
countries.

Woods

6th grade Woods is a class designed to introduce students to the wonderful world of woodworking.
Students will begin with hand tools and progress to power tools in this class.  Students are taught
how to safely use both hand and power tools as they progress through the projects.  Prior
knowledge is not necessary for this class.  Students will have the opportunity to complete three
different projects during the trimester course.  Come learn how to use the tools in Hillview’s
woodshop!

6th Grade Year-Long Electives

Qu3ST

Qu3ST is an acronym standing for Quiet Sustained and Supported Study Time, and it is a class
open to all students during the 7th period (last period of the day). This time provides students with
essential academic support before the school day ends, allows them to get a jump start on
homework, use extra time to complete a task, or to ask questions about difficult concepts. Qu3ST
will be staffed by one of the student’s academy teachers.



Spanish for Spanish Speakers  1

Spanish for Spanish Speakers is a year-long elective open to 6th grade students who were in a
Spanish immersion program in elementary school or who speak, read, and write Spanish natively.
The course will focus broadly on Spanish culture, music, art, and literature in a Spanish-only
speaking and learning environment.  While composing multi-paragraph responses and essays,
students will practice advanced grammar and vocabulary as they seek to strengthen their fluency
and depth of knowledge in Spanish language.  Students will develop a strong sense of community
with fellow Spanish speakers and have an opportunity to learn, study, and experience a global
perspective within a tight-knit group of peers.

Hillview is transitioning to a standards-based reporting system for the 2023-24 school year,
meaning that at that time, we will no longer give letter grades. The teacher of this class has already
transitioned to a standards-based reporting system, and students will receive feedback on a 1-4
scale, indicating progress of their learning. Students may choose to take this class with a “no
homework” option, understanding that the practice of homework contributes to mastery. The goal of
this option is to reduce barriers to learning a world language.

Spanish 1A

¡Hola amigos! Are you excited about learning a new language so you can communicate with friends,
family, or people in other countries? In this class, students will focus on learning basic communication
skills in Spanish, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing, as well as gain an appreciation of
Hispanic cultures. This is the first year of a two-year program. Students are expected to continue with a
second year of study in Spanish 1B to complete the course.

Please note that Spanish 1A does equate to a half-year of high school Spanish 1, and will have academic
requirements. It is important to weigh this in light of 6th grade being an important transitional year.

Hillview is transitioning to a standards-based reporting system for the 2023-24 school year, meaning that
at that time, we will no longer give letter grades. If the teacher of this class has already transitioned to a
standards-based reporting system, students will receive feedback on a 1-4 scale, indicating progress of
their learning. If the teacher for this class uses a traditional grading system, where students receive a
letter grade, A - F, students may choose to receive a pass/no-pass option with no homework instead of the
final traditional letter grade. The goal of this option is to reduce barriers to learning a world language.
Students will select their grading option in the fall of 2022, after classes have begun.



French 1A

Bonjour! Do you want to increase your brain’s elasticity, be able to find your way around Paris, and order
crêpes in Québec?  Then French is your language!  In this fun course, you will learn basic communication
skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing, as well as gain an appreciation of Francophone
cultures.  You will learn to communicate in everyday situations through dialogues, oral presentations,
projects and group activities. You will strengthen your English vocabulary (as ⅓ of our words come from
French) and be able to communicate with the over 275 million people who speak French on 5 continents!
This is the first year of a two-year program.  Students are expected to continue with a second year of
study in French 1B to complete the course.

Please note that French 1A does equate to a half-year of high school French 1, and will have academic
requirements. It is important to weigh this in light of 6th grade being an important transitional year.

Hillview is transitioning to a standards-based reporting system for the 2023-24 school year, meaning that
at that time, we will no longer give letter grades. The teacher of this class has already transitioned to a
standards-based reporting system, and students will receive feedback on a 1-4 scale, indicating progress
of their learning.

Band 6

Let’s make some music!  Band is a lot of FUN!  Make new friends through music. Band rehearsals
are spent working on the development of music fundamentals and building ensemble skills.  We
perform a wide variety of music of differing styles and genres (classical, marches, pop, jazz, world
culture). Band 6 performs in the Winter & Spring Concerts and Hillview Graduation, as well as other
activities.  Band is a year long course. PLEASE NOTE: 6 Band alternates with PE. There is NO
CONFLICT with other electives!  Band will meet every other day!! Sign-Up - Keep Music In Your
Life!!

REQUIREMENTS:  Must have at least one year of experience on instrument.

If you want to start an instrument, look at Beginning Band (Zero Period Class)!



Orchestra 6

Love music?!?  Continue your musicianship with the String Orchestra!   Make new friends through
music. In Orchestra, students will work on expanding their string technique, knowledge, and
ensemble skills while performing a wide variety of music of differing styles and genres.  Orchestra 6
performs in the Winter & Spring Concerts as well as other activities. Orchestra 6 is a year-long
course. PLEASE NOTE: 6 Orchestra alternates with PE. There is NO CONFLICT with other
electives!  Orchestra will meet every other day!! Sign-Up - Keep Music In Your Life!!

REQUIREMENTS:  Must have at least one year of experience on instrument.

If you want to start an instrument, look at Beginning Strings (Zero Period Class)!

Zero Period Electives

Beginning Band & Strings

Did you stop playing after 4th grade?  Do you want to try a completely different instrument? Switch
from Violin to Tuba? Or just do something fun and musical?  Sign up for either Beginning Band or
Beginning Strings!  We will meet once a week before school from 7:35-8:20.  Beginning Band will
meet on Tuesdays and Beginning Strings will meet on Thursdays.  This is open to all grade levels.
If you have prior experience and just need to get caught back up, do this class for a couple of
weeks and then rejoin the regular class (based upon Mr. Vaughan’s recommendation).  Whatever
your musical desire, it can begin here.  Questions?  See Mr. Vaughan!

Jazz Band

The Hillview Jazz Band meets Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings. Enrollment is by
audition.  Auditions are held the first week of school. Students are expected to be members in good
standing of the regular band and orchestra classes.   Rhythm Section players (drums, bass, guitar,
piano) are encouraged to also join the regular band and orchestra classes.  If they are not enrolled
in these classes, they are expected to be studying privately.   The music is rooted in swing but also
delves into rock, funk and Latin genres.  Students learn how to solo over chord changes,
understand the historical periods of jazz and have fun playing America’s first true musical art form.
All instruments are welcome to audition.  Students should have at least one year of study on their
instrument.  Guitarists should be able to read chords and traditionally notated rhythms. Drummers
must be able to play in a swing, Latin, and rock/funk style.
For General information and Audition Materials
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxxANsad70dxZjNNWjIyZ1pRRDA
Questions? Contact Mr. Vaughan!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxxANsad70dxZjNNWjIyZ1pRRDA


PE Electives

Yogalates

Have you heard about Yoga and Pilates? Chances are you have, and there’s a reason. Yoga and
Pilates are two great ways to practice and develop flexibility, core strength, centeredness, and
physical/emotional balance. Want to know more?  You don’t have to be super flexible to enjoy the
many benefits of Yoga and Pilates; you just have to be willing to participate in the practice.  First,
you will learn and practice some basic poses, which can help you reduce stress, gain strength, and
become more flexible.  As you progress, you will learn fun Yogalates games. Please Note: If you
choose Yogalates 6, you will be enrolled in Traditional PE 6 for the other two trimesters of the
school year.


